AMA Annual Meeting Minutes
October 3, 2025

8:30 am 	Continental Breakfast with Head Coaching Staff 			Forum, Innovation Lab

9:00 am 	Opening Remarks/Introduction/Icebreaker			Brian Tepper, President

Brian kicked off the meeting, reviewed the AMA mission, and asked everyone to introduce themselves and share their athletic idol when they were growing up.

9:35 am 	Highlights from the 2024-2025 Athletic Season			Melissa Ringhausen, Director of Athletics

Melissa recapped the success of the athletic program.  S&T athletes achieved a 3.56 GPA during the 2024-2025 academic year and had a 73% graduation rate vs 65% for the general student population.  S&T had 458 student athletes and 308 of them made GLVC Academic All-Conference (3.3 GPA or higher).  Highlights include the men’s basketball program and their historic season with a record of 25-6 (tied school record) and #1 ranking in the NCAA Div II Midwest Regional; the men’s baseball team and their historic season with a GLVC tournament championship and qualifying for the NCAA Div II Midwest Regional; a men’s cross country national qualifier; the men’s golf team and their first GLVC championship and national quarterfinal finish; the men’s swimming program and their top 4 finish in a strong GLVC conference; and track & field’s first individual national title in a “field” event (discus).  

Melissa reported on SAAC awards that AMA supports.  She also reported the culture continues to grow at S&T.  A construction firm donated hard hats to the fan base last year and stickers will be given this year to put on the hard hats.  Melissa ended her presentation by giving facility updates on the track resurfacing, the baseball infield (sod replacement), the student rec (new gym floor and entrance), and the weight room rack purchase.

10:00 am 	Student-Athlete Panel Discussion				Melissa Ringhausen, Moderator
The following student athletes participated in a panel discussion about their championship experience, contributors to success, and memorable moments from last year.

· Alex Benassi, Men’s Basketball – Regional Round of 32
· Andrew Young, Men’s Basketball – Midwest region 1st team
· Cole Komyati, Golf – Nationals match play
· Conner Bichsel, Men’s Swimming – Nationals 2nd, 5th, 8th
· Henry Born, Men’s Cross County – Nationals 66th
· Otto Knittel, Track & Field – Nationals 6th
· Owen Fraser, Track & Field – National Champion 
· Will Beckham, Baseball – Regional 1st round, all -defensive

11:00 am 	Break
11:10 am 	Joe Miner Athletic Center					Melissa Ringhausen, Director of Athletics

Melissa shared that a design firm was selected for the Joe Miner Athletic Center and the first meeting was on September 23.   The design firm put together a few, preliminary, building renderings for Melissa to show.  Melissa’s goal is to raise $15M by May 2026 with the full campaign to begin after that.  Jason Northern, from the Office of Development, has been assigned to this fundraising effort.

12:00 pm 	Lunch Break
1:30 pm 	Regular Business
· Approval of Minutes					Brian Tepper, President
John Borthwick motioned to accept the minutes with Tim Huldwalker seconding.  The motion carried and the minutes were approved as written.

· Treasurer Report and Budget				Jennifer Jansen, Secretary-Treasurer
Income Statement:
Beginning Balance (7/1/2024)					$ 330,745.74
Kummer Funded Projects					  (259,880.99)
Restated Beginning Balance (7/1/2024)				     70,864.75
Revenues				      			     18,666.53
Expenses
     Annual Meeting/Banquet                   	             $ (5,133.91)
     Scholarships (2@$1000)			 (2,000.00) 
     General Operating Expenses			 (1,903.28)	
     Total Expenses						     (9,037.19)
Ending Balance FY2025 (6/30/2025)			  	 $ 80,494.09
		

		Pending Items/Balance as of 9/9/2025:
Ending Balance (6/30/2025)					 $ 80,494.09
Pending Expenses from FY25	
     Scholarships			        	          $ (2,000.00)
			     SAAC Awards				 	  (500.00)
		    	     Total Pending Expenses		 			    (2,500.00)
FY26 Excess revenue over expenditures				      1,196.91
Balance as of 9/9/2025				  		 $ 79,191.00
	

Proposed FY 2026 Budget:
Estimated Revenue/Dues					      $  20,000  
Estimated Expenses
     Funding Feasibility Study (approved)	            $ (35,000) 
     Annual Meeting/Banquet & Misc   	   	   (8,000) 
     Scholarships (4@$1000)			   (4,000) 
     SAAC Awards					   (1,000) 
          Total Estimated Expenses					       (48,000)

FY26 Excess revenue over expenditures				    $ (28,000)

John Borthwick made a motion to approved the budget and Tim Schoenecker seconded.  The budget was approved.  Curt Elmore reminded the group that the account balance cannot go below $25k per the by-laws.
· Committee Reports
1. Board of Directors					Brian Tepper, President
Brian gave a recap of the BOD meetings which included the FY26 proposed budget, the authorization of $35,000 to support the Joe Miner Athletic Center feasibility study, the approval of scholarship awards to Morgan Luebbering and Zander Street, the postponement of the golf tournament, the proposal to increase voluntary dues to $400 per year, and various social events to support Miner Athletics.

2. Membership Committee				Cecilia Elmore, Committee Co-Chair
Cecilia reported seven new candidates were approved and confirmed by the general membership.  

The Class of 2025:
Tom Benasi – nominated by Brian Tepper (inducted 10/3/2025)
Mark Cook – nominated by Susan Cochran
Shawnna Erter – nominated by Josh Sales
Lewis Payne (posthumously-honorary) – nominated by Melissa Ringhausen (inducted 10/3/2025)
Colette Neal – nominated by Melissa Ringhausen (inducted 10/3/2025)
Joe Stehly – re-nominated by Sarah Moore (inducted 10/3/2025)
Amy (Volmert) Wilson – nominated by Curt Elmore (inducted 10/3/2025)

*  Brian Bradley, from the Class of 2024, was also inducted into the AMA on 10/3/2025.

3. Nominations Committee				David (Willie) Vonarx, Committee Chair
Nominations for the BOD were not needed this year.  Ron Rosner has resigned from the committee and a replacement is needed.

4. Professional Life Skills				Josh Sales, Committee Chair
Life Skills event was on April 29.  Life Skills continues to be well attended and very successful. Josh is the new chair for the committee and taking over for Diane Butrus.  


2:30 pm 	New Business
· Personal Finance Skills
AMA will offer a financial life skills event on Nov 6.  This is the first time AMA has planned a “financial” event. Financial presentation will be given by Glenda, the finance of Ron Rosner.

· Scholarships
This is the second year that AMA has offered two scholarships to student athletes.  The FY26 budget increases the scholarships from two to four.

· Giving Tuesday and Additional Philanthropy
Athletic Dept had successful Giving Tuesday campaign.  Melissa stated that teams are doing their own fundraising resulting in lower donations to the unrestricted Gale Bullman account.  The Gale Bullman account pays for about 80 letter jackets each year.  Funding the Gale Bullman account is a big need right now. 

· Engagement/New Member Encouragement
Brian reported that we are making progress reaching out to members.  A letter was sent out and phone calls were made to reach members who haven’t participated recently. 

· Fundraising Committee
Brian Gilmore resigned from this committee.  A chairperson is needed for this committee and needs to re-energize it.  Dues are the main source of funding.  In FY25, 51 members paid dues, an increase from 36 members in FY24. AMA members are encouraged to also support the athletic department.

· Social Media Chair
Brian started a private Facebook group, Academy of Miner Athletics, and it currently has 25 members.  Brian is looking for someone to chair this and energize our social media presence.  The athletic department has a separate Facebook page.

3:00 pm	Review/Final Comments					President
Jason Northern was introduced and is the fundraising support person assigned to the athletic department for the Joe Miner Athletic Center campaign.  Melissa thanked everyone for supporting AMA.

3:10 pm	Adjournment							President
		The meeting was adjourned at 3:10pm.
Optional campus tour and Welcome Center dedication were available for AMA members.
